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SMALL IS BEAUTIFUL

i o - 5

WORDS ANDREAS A. BERSE PHOTOS MARKUS BOLSINGER

A keen eye, dexterous fingers, around 1,400 individual parts, the luxury of time and, of
course, the odd cup of tea all play a key role in perfecting a display-case model of the
Mercedes-Benz McLaren in Shenzhen, China. The miniature SLR lacks none of its big
brother's quality and is likewise an example of fine hand-craftsmanship




A stitch in time: A

T he similarity is amazing — it is as if
the vulcanized rubber of the tires
beautifully forged light-alloy wheels, exqui
ite leather seats, and reflectors with clear
ass covers have been taken from the Mer
2 SLR McLaren

cedes-Ber super sports car

and shrunk to a fraction of the size. Under

the ultra-light hood of the junior model is an

8-cylinder ne reflecting the delicate

precision of a vatch mechanism. The

open to an angle of

two gully

exactly 107 degrees and its paintwork ghis
tens with the allure of a precious gem
Ihe miniature Mercedes-Benz  SLR

McLaren till not quite as desirable as the

man-size original, of courst 1t twelve

ler than the actual car, it is sim

all of its

times smq

¢+ enough to pack in

master's (e

jund 242 times lower than the road ca

ires, However, with a price tag

n

Lein,
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1950s sewing machine is used to turn cowhides into SLR seats

it will also make less of a hole in your

uced proportions of

pocket. Given

the model car, you could be forgiven for

thinking that the roadgoing SLR | beer

transported to the fairytale land of Lilliput

s Shenzhen, a specially des

This, however
35 kilome

British

ignated economic area located
ters (22 miles) from the former

colony of Hong Kong and currently experl

growth, CMC, a company

encing explosi
hased in Denkendorf, Germany, owns a pro
an

duction facility here, one which enjoys

tion within the industry

impeccable rept

It is tempting to see the factory, which is
normally closed to the prying eyes of cam
juivalent of the SLR's

England. “I

eras, as the Far Eas

birthplace in Woking,
manufacturer has to fill a niche, and ours 1s
quality,” says Shuxiao lia, who founded

CMC eleven years ago with her German

husband Herbert Nickerl. The small-scale

SLR is the latest product to emerge from

CMC subsidiary, which

Lian Road in the Heng-Gang district of

Shenzhen. The model consists of 1,400 indi
1y
th a thick

vidual components and the b

from pressed copper sheeting
ness of fust 0.5 to 0.6 mm. Its outer skir
displays the deep shine of at least five Tlaw

y applied coats of paint

e high-quality miniatures possess a
unique character, one refined by ¢ r
key elements. Hand-craftsmanship is at the
core of the creative proce We don’t work
with the CAD surface de

uses,” reports wor manager Li lia

that the original

“Instead we start by building

and-a-half

, which i

the eventual miniature




Listed mode

the Chinese specialists traveled to the SLR’s
bhack yard in England to take the finger
We

prints of the original super sports car.
spent three days in Woking and took well
over 500 photos of the original," recalls
CM(

But why do the Chinese prefer to rely on

boss Shuxiao Jia

a trained eve in the design of their product
rather than following the modern path of
hits and bytes? As Li liang explains, the
masterly design of the life-size SLR provides
the heartbeat for each completed miniature.
“We have to
reduce other proportions and revise some

overstress certain ridges,

radii — all to scale — in order to ensure that
the model has a harmonious look about it.”
The scale of the basic model is larger than
that of the end product, allowing any errors
or inaccuracies to be identified more effec

tively. The stamp of approval from Mercedes

The equipment options are fitted with meticulous precision
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Next please: Making an SLR demands surgical skill

&=

provides the
“We have several correction

necessary guarantee  of
authenticity
processes in place, initially for the basic
model and later also for the first 1:12 pre
production models,” explains CMS founder
Shuxiao lia. Next up on the path to perfec-
tion is the production planning phase. Each
new project has its own pre-series dry run
I'his allows the experts to quickly identify
any problems with a component during pro
duction. After all, what use is the best fix
ture or fitting if it doesn’t leave the assem
bly line in perfect condition? CMC also car
ries out constant checks on the manufactur-
ing process during the course of a produc-

tion run. The third, and arguably crucial,

Photos ensure the accuracy of a basic SLR model. An eye for proportions,
rather than bits and bytes, provides the template for all future models.
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